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Bavaria died in 937, and his son Eberhard refused to do
homage. At the same time Eberhard of Franconia was
engaged in local warfare with a Westphalian count. In 938
Otto punished the duke of Franconia with a fine for his breach
of the peace, and also overthrew the rebel duke of Bavaria,
appointing in his place his uncle Berthold, brother to the
late duke Arnulf. But the next year he was faced by a
formidable coalition, engineered by Eberhard of Franconia,
who won over to his side the king's brother Henry, duke
Gilbert of Lorraine, and the new archbishop of Mayence,
Frederick. All the Rhineland was aflame, and Otto's fate
was in the balance. And then came a marvellous stroke of
fortune, and the danger was over. The dukes of Lorraine
and Franconia were returning from a successful raid across
the Rhine when they were caught unawares by two Fran-
conian counts and both of them were killed. The coalition
immediately collapsed. Henry and the archbishop had to
make their peace with the king, who forgave them and even
entrusted the duchy of Lorraine to Henry. But Henry had
not recovered from his disappointment at seeing the kingdom
slip from his grasp; he broke away again and for two years
tried every means to raise a party against Otto. At last, in
941, he realised the hopelessness of his cause, made his final
submission, and henceforward remained loyal to his brother.

The coalition against Otto had raised hopes in another The king of
quarter. The king of France, Louis IV, saw the opportunity Franc.e and
it gave him to imitate his father's success in Lorraine. But
his ambition was easily checkmated. Otto allied himself
with his brother-in-law, the powerful count of Paris, Hugh
the Great, who was only too ready to prevent Louis' attempt
to escape from his leading-strings. Yet the collapse of the
coalition had its aftermath in France also. For the widowed
duchess of Lorraine, Gerberga, Otto's sister, married the
king of France, and so Otto was connected by marriage with
the two rival powers in France ; he was in a strong position
as the arbitrator between the husbands of his two sisters.
In general, he kept the balance even by supporting the
weaker, Louis, and both in 946 and 948 he got papal assist-
ance against Hugh. He had, at any rate, a free hand in
dealing with Lorraine, which, as a duchy, was quite unlike
the other four. It was not bound together by strong tribal